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Thank you for making a difference for 
the 

Maison Fortun® Orphanage children.  



 

Former Executive  

Director,               

Mary Kwasniewski 

helped bring new    

funding and            

programs to MFOF!  

Thank you for        

dedicating five years 

to help the children!  

 

Sponsorship Program 

 

TAP!TAP! Beer Festival 

 

Ashley Runs Haiti 

 

Board Organization 

 

MFO Haitian Association  

 

Rebranding Website 

 

Strengthened Donor   

engagement     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mesi Anpil Mary Kwasniewski! 

In 2014, Mary Kwasniewski developed the role of MFOFôs first 
paid Executive Director.  Maryôs previous work as a Senior       
Director with Physicians for Peace, and extensive international 
travel aligned well with the fulltime position of Executive Director 
for Maison Fortun® Orphanage Foundation.  

During Maryôs five years with MFOF, she helped build church 
and business partnerships, reorganized the Board of Directors, 
increased donors and strengthened the connection between 
Haitian MFO leadership of the orphanage and school, and the 
US Foundation that supports it (MFOF).  Mary organized the first 
ï Tap! Tap! Craft Beer Festival, which was a major fundraiser 
held annually for four-years.  She redeveloped our website and 
added social media platforms.  Additionally, Mary helped organ-
ize ñAshley Runs Haitiò ï where local Virginia Beach fitness    
celebrity, Ashley Horner, ran 230 miles around Haiti to raise 
awareness and money for the Jean Louis 
Primary School.      Under Maryôs leader-
ship, our monthly sponsorship program 
grew.  

She traveled to Haiti 12 times to understand 
and know more about MFO and what the 
kids need! We are grateful for Maryôs ener-
getic and humble leadership. She retired 
from MFOF in April 2019 and moved to the 
mountains of North Carolina with her      
husband.  



The Greatest of 
Gifts...Education 
 
Growing up as one of three children of a rural 

farmer, Lefort Jean Louis, the founder of  

Maison Fortune Orphanage and Primary 

School knows first hand, the value of          

education.  His story is one of perseverance.   

 

As a youngster living in the Artibonite region 

of Haiti, Jean Louis knew nothing of schools 

or life outside the small hut where he had his 

beginnings.  After his mother moved away, 

his    father struggled to care for his three 

children.  He was a typical Haitian farmer with 

unsteady work.   

 

A kindly neighbor, took interest in the family 

and encouraged Jean Louisô father to send 

his children to school.  By the grace of God, 

enough money was saved and one child  was 

able to attend school.  That one child was 

Jean Louis. As a youngster, Jean Louis was 

an ardent student and worked hard to excel.  

 

By the time he was in high school another 

problem arrivedï increased fees needed to 

cover the cost of his education for books, 

shoes, and uniform.  He was unable to attend 

school without the proper supplies and uni-

form and at one point was living on the 

streets, as a pauper.  It was on the streets of 

Hinche, that Jean Louis met Brother Cosmos 

Rubencamp and a friendship was forged that 

propelled Jean Louis forward.   

 

The Xavarian Brothers had a strong relation-

ship with the Catholic Diocese in Hinche. 

Brother Cos provided guidance and funding 

for Jean Louis and he was able to attend high 

school and eventually went to and graduated 

from Virginia Tech with a degree in            

Agriculture.   

 

Jean Louis surveys Hinche from a high point on the campus of 
University Notre Dame Hinche 

Returning to Haiti after graduation from VA 

Tech, Jean Louis saw the immediate need to 

help children who, much like him, found 

themselves struggling on the streets of his 

home town.  And in a small room of rented 

home, the Maison Fortune Orphanage and 

school started in 2000.    

 

Because of his personal experience with edu-

cation, Jean Louisôs determination paid off 

and he is now the administrator to one of the 

finest Primary schools in the Central Plateau 

region of Haiti.  He has touched countless 

lives over the past 20 yearsðeducating the 

future leaders of Haiti! 

 

To hear first hand, Jean Louis telling his early 

story, please like and visit our FB page! 

 



 

2000 the beginnings 

 
When the orphanage opened on February 17, 

2000, four children lived in a single dwelling 

house in the center of Hinche.  Lefort         

Jean-Louis, the founder and director,         

recognized the vital needs: a roof over their 

heads, a stable social environment, nutritious 

food, and academic growth.  Lacking the   

resources to open a school, he hired a   

teacher and used the dining room as a   

classroom.  Within two months, the             

orphanage served 30 children, most of whom 

had never attended school.  

 

In 2002 the DiRenzo family from Virginia 

Beach heard of the orphanage through Broth-

er Cosmas Rubencamp CFX, the Haitian Min-

istry Coordinator for the Diocese of Rich-

mond, Virginia. Joseph DiRenzo Jr, decided 

that he wanted to become involved with the 

orphanage as the focus of his Eagle Scout 

project.  Fortunately for the MFO, the DiRen-

zo family and four Chesapeake, VA churches 

formed the Maison Fortun® Orphanage Foun-

dation, Inc. and garnered enough funding for 

the orphanage to rent and occupy land which 

MFO now owns, where the boyôs orphanage 

and primary school are housed today.  It is in 

the Sheepa section of the city of Hinche. 

 

As the MFO grew, so did the need for a larger 

school. When the MFO first moved to the Rue 

Veronique site, the residents served grew to 

60 and were housed in the three small dorm 

buildings and a kitchen/dining hall. Classes 

were held under mango trees, weather per-

mitting.  In 2005 with the generous outpouring 

of gifts, the orphanage was able to able to 

construct a ten-room, two-story classroom 

building that is one of the finest structures for 

education in the Central Plateau.  

Currently the school serves pre-school to 

grade six students from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 

p.m., providing education to residents and 

day school children from the Hinche commu-

nity, all children who otherwise would not be 

able to attend school.  The MFO provides 

secondary education, grades 7 to 13, to its 

residents by sending them to  high schools in 

the local area.  

 

An administration building was built in 2006.  

The administration building consists of 13 

rooms which serve as administrative offices 

and guest quarters for visitors to stay at 

MFO.  

 

With the continued generous support of the 

MFO Foundationôs network of donors, in 2009 

the MFO bought a second campus in Village 

Creole, Hinche, almost equal in size of the 

Boysô Campus.  Initially, this compound was 

leased by the U.N.  It is now the Girlsô Cam-

pus and home to 85 girls. 

 

 



1994 
Jean Louis graduates from  
from Virginia Tech and    
returns to Haiti 
 

2000 
Jean Louis starts MFO with 
one-room house and 4 boys 
 

2002 
MFO Foundation             
established,             
Boysô campus  purchased 
 

2006  
K-6th Lefort Primary School 
opens 
 

2007 
Administration Building and 
dining facility completed 
 

2008 
Flood in Haiti and dormitory 
space rented for girls   
 

2009  
Heath clinic opens with full 
time nurse on campus 
 

2010 
Earthquake children 
from Port-au-Prince 
find shelter at MFO 
 

2013 
Girlsô moved to  
owned campus,          
completed  
 

2014 
MFOF hires first US-
based Executive     
Director 
 

2020 
Pandemic hits, MFO 
safeguards children 
with PPE and          
sanitation education 
 
 
 

In 2010, after the catastrophic 

earthquake in Port-au-Prince 

and surrounding vicinity, MFO 

rented another facility adjacent 

to the Rue Veronique campus 

to provide for a hundred boys 

from Port-au-Prince who were        

orphaned and homeless from 

the 2010 earthquake, bringing 

its total number of residents to    

almost 250.   

 

At present, MFO consists of 

two campusesð a Boysô 

campus and a Girlsô campus 

with a capacity to house 216 

children.  In residence, there 

are 92 girls and 105 boys.  

These 197 children are fed 

three nutritious meals per 

day, clothed, housed, and             

educated.    



 

Ron Adamo 
John and Clare Ahern 
Terry Allen 
Ally Financial Inc, Corporate Citizenship 
Anmar Alrabadi 

Ann Amrhein 
Dorene Anderson 
Aaron Andrus 
Nicole Ariano 
Paul Axelrod 
Homer Babbitt 
Charles Babcock 
Joseph Baggett 
Matias Balmaceda 
Kacie Barron 
Brendan and Sonya Barsness 
John Beall 
Joseph Beck 
Marlene Berkley 
Charlene and Jeffrey Bender 
John and Julie Berger 
Diana Bernane 
Chad Bernstein 

Robert and Diane Bestercy 
Carole Blessington 
Michele Block 
Eileen Booth 
Brad Borer 

Louis and Beverly Boyd 
Michael and Jill Brady 
Judy Bresnahan 
Robert Brewer 
Stephen and Barbara Bridges 
Phillip and Pamela Bronder-Giroux 
Melinda Browne 
Deanne Browning 
David and Karen Buckhalt 
James and Geneva Buckman 
Christine Burgdorf 
Ben Burnside 
Holden Bryant 
Kelly Calleros 
The Carlyle Group (William Conway)  
Harry and Valerie Campbell 
Richard and Peggy Campbell 

Mark and Annie Cantine 
Suzette Carotenuto 
Mark Carscallen 
Chris Cavallini 
Amanda Cavanagh 
Ericka Casavant 
Barbara Chabior 
Alexandra Chalker 
Elizabeth Chapman 
Kaitlyn Cherry 
Amy Chesney 
Raymond Chesney and Christine Walko 
Julia Chow 
Christopher Clark 
Paul and Helen Claypoole 
John and Ann-Marie Cochran 
Bridget Cofo 
Cathleen Collins 

Thank you 2019 -2020  

DONORS!  
 

You are educating the future leaders of Haiti! 
If we missed your name or you donated after this printing, you are still appreciated! 



Carla Delgado 
Bruce and Janine Demello 
Chris Dickon 
Matthew Diggs 
Dolores Digiovine 
Daniel and Paula Dixon 
Marilyn Dohanich 
Adrian Dominguez 
Alan Dubovsky 
John and Carolyn Dudo 
Jean Dwyer 
Tyneisha Edmonds 
Scott and Michelle Eichelberger 
Craig and Mary Emerson 
Pierre Etrenne 
Gil Erlich 
Jennifer Ermilio 
Robert Ewan 
Neil Fackler 
Elizabeth Faris 
John Fay 
Susan Fay 
Thomas Featherstone 
Feedtrail, Inc. 
Jesse Felts 
Brenda Fischer 
Mary Flaherty 
David and Jeanette Flanigan 
Randall  and Euphrosene Flannery 
Michael Floyd 
Erin Fondacaro 
Frontier Technology Inc. 
Eva Fuze 
Margaret Gaglione 
Michael and Therese Gardner 
John Garrett 
Samantha Gavares 
Gerloff Painting, Inc 
Good For Life Training 
Howard and Sandra Gordon 
James Gordon 
Ryan Grant 
Marie Drennan-Graves 
Laura Grier 
Matthew Grieb 
Trevor Hackney 
Lisa Haddock 
Gray Hamlin 

Tom and Sue Hanrahan 
Lynette and Dennis Hansen 
Cecily Havener 
Florette Henry 
Brenda Herman 
Kevin Hickey 
James and Geralyn Hinchion 
Kollette Hillard 
Rebecca Holden 
Andrew and Vivian Holmes 
Paul and Gayle Hoppenjans 
Ashley Horner 
Jennifer Howard 
Reginald and Martha Howell 
Meagan Hughes 
Savannah Huneycutt 
Bettye Hussey 
Roberta Hyde 
Linda Jaglowski 
Paul and Kelly Jaglowski 
Stephen T. Jefferson 
Curtis Jones 
Jerry and Susan Johnson 
Michael Johnson 
Jeffrey and Barbara Juwa 
Michael and Susan Kassel 
Gary and Patricia Kautzmann 
Devin Keane 
Kelly Keegan 
David and Margaret Keeney  
Ryan and Emily Kenrick 
Timothy Kenrick 
Victoria Kern 



Charles and Barbara Kiley 
Martha King 
Peter Koffler 
Sara Koontz 
Ivan Kopelove 
Knights of Columbus Kempsville Council 
The Marilyn Kulha Memorial Fund II  
Darin and Mary Kwasniewski 
Jim and Sue LaBean 
Carl Lajoie 
Katelyn Laracy 
Olivia Lawson 
Terry Lepera 
Lauren Lepper 
Eleanor Leftwich 
Monica LeKostaj 
Earl and Carol Lienemann 
Mary Jane Lindsay 
David and Donna Linder 
Stephanie Linke 
David and Lisa Linnell 
Bill and Julia Lintz 
Nicole Little 
Michael and Concetta Livingston 
Renee Loeffler 
Sarah Lovell 
Justin Lu 
Megan Lunt 
Craig and Rosemary Macdonald 
Pricilla Mackes 
Arlene Maclin 

Anne Majewski 
Peter Mahony, CFX 
Christopher and Nancy Malone 
Scott Manning 
Charles and Therese Mansfield 
Catherine Martin 
Richard and Meredith Martin 
Jessica Mason 
Wayne Matchett 
Erin Mattingly 
Greg Matuczinski 
Brian and Mary McCabe 
Leslie McCarty 
Greg and Michelle McCracken 
Mitch and Karen McDonald 
Matthew Mceneaney 
Thomas and Kathy Mcgeehin 
Peter McGowan 

George and Louise Mcinnis 
John and Kathleen McLaughlin 
Thomas McLean 
Michael Meier 
Mendes Travel 
Thomas and Mary Miano 
Charles Miller 
Scott Miller 
William and Marilyn Miller 
Jason Moore 
Richard and Mary Montalbano  
Kenneth and Margaret Mulhall 
Dennis Murphy 
Kevin Murphy 
Edward and Arline Musante 
Newman Community Catholic Campus      Ministry, Vir-
ginia Tech 
Karyn and John Newman 
Chad O'Connor 
Christopher Odell 
Thomas and Corinne Offerman 
Elaine Ogburn 
John Ovelman 
Regina Palasz 
Michael and Elizabeth Pampalone  
Dan Park  
Rachael Passafaro 
PayPal Giving Fund 
 



 Eric and Christine Peiffer 
Michelle Peterson 
Mary Pepe 
Patricia Perez 
John and Elizabeth Peters 
Cynthia B Piccirilli 
Kenel Pierre 
Christine Piersall 
Christopher Pierson 
Theresa Policastro 
Kerry and Elton Potts 
Prentis LLC 
Joseph Pusateri 
Grace Putney 
James and Carolyn Query 
Jacqueline Rabidoux 
David and Kim Rabidoux  
Angelo and Elizabeth Rapa 
John Rapa 
Joseph Raymond 
Susan Reason 
Jessica Reed 
Dotty Reuschling 
Brian Richards 
Kathy Richter 
Christopher Roberson 
Marc and Candice Robinson 
John Rodgers 
Autumn Ronda 
Colleen Rosa 
Rebecca Ross 
Sean Ross 
William and Dorothy Rossi 
Bryant Roque 
Timothy and Carolyn Ruck 
Meghan Russ 
Judith Russell 
Jean Ryan 
St. Maryôs Catholic School 
Barbara Satmary 
Wanda Sannicandro 
Richard and Katherine Santen 
Marian Santomauro 
Brooke Schaab 
Chris Sempeles 
Sheena Shah 
Mary Shannon 
William Sigler 
 
 
 

Caroline Silla 
Matt Simmons 
Christine Shuflat 
Bill and Jannette Slowinski 
Daniel Smith 
Graham Smith 
Katherine Smith 
Sarah Smith 
Margaret Smolin 
Rosemary Sokas 
Robert Souders 
Southeast Virginia Community Foundation 
Paul and Kristen Steinbrenner 
Laura Steele 
Lauren Sullivan 
Margaret Sullivan 
SVB Leerink LLC 
Michael and Teresa Tamburello 
Valiant Tan 
Patrick and Cecile Tedesco 
Vanessa Teixeira 
Michael Temple 
Annie Thigpen 
Ben and Julie Thomas 

 
 



 
Bob Thomas 
Ellen Thompson 
Ben and Judy Thomason III 
Michael and Julie Throne 
TisBest Philanthropy 
Joe and Suzanne Tofalo 
Jennifer Tomlin 
Giovanna Trevizo 
Thomas and Elena Trotter 
Juano Trujillo 
Loren and Marcia Tschohl 
Roger and Deborah Tucker 
Frederica Valois 
Cheryl Van Buren 
Kelley VanDyke 
Vanguard Charitable 
Mark Van Zandt 
William and Lisbeth Venter 
Hannah Vieira 
Wener Vieux 
Vista Homes LLC 
Claire Vodicka 
James Vournakis 
Martin and Katherine Vozzo  
George Vu 
Patty Walsh 
Wedding Music Plus Inc. 
Jordyn Webb 
Janet Weinburg 
William Werley 
James and Laurie Wheaton 
William and Monica Wheaton 
Kelly L. Wheeler 
Mayra Whittaker 
Patrick and Carol Wilbur 
Margaret Wicks 
Ron and Jennifer Williams 
Renee Wilson 
Wirth Construction Group, LLC 
Craig and Shannon Wolf 
Katherine Wood 
Constance Zuidema 
Babs Zuhowski 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Partners  
Catholic Church of St. Mark, Virginia Beach, VA 
Church of St. Therese, Chesapeake, VA 
Prince Of Peace Catholic Church, Chesapeake, VA 
St. Stephen Martyr Catholic Church, Chesapeake, VA 
Society of St. Vincent Depaul, Beaver Falls, PA 
 
Collegiate Partners 
Penn State University ~ Project Haiti 
Seton Hall University ~  Division of Volunteer Efforts 
 

 
 

This report represents MFOFôs fiscal year of 1 July 2019ï 30 June 2020.  We are not 
currently collecting donations for specific campaigns such as the girls campus or solar 
project.  These campaigns have expired.  Please be advised,  donations received after 

a campaign has closed will be redirected to general operations.   
 

For any discrepancies in this listing we apologize.  
Please contact us to address corrections.  

director@mfofoundation.org 



Container Shipment Success  

The 2020 container shipment supply drive was a huge success!!!  
We thank everyone who helped us get much needed supplies for the 
children of Maison Fortune Orphanage.  At a time, now, when the 
Haitian Gourde (dollar) is growing stronger, these much needed  
supplies will be a  blessing for the MFO children. Thank you for 
opening your hearts to help the children!   
 

 
Thank you to all our container shipment partners: 
Parishioners and Haiti Committees from: 
St. Therese Catholic Church, Chesapeake, VA 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church, Chesapeake, VA 
St. Stephen Martyr Catholic Church, Chesapeake, VA 
St. Mark Catholic Church, VA Beach, VA 
Andy Roth 
Amiee Carr, Atlantic Bay Mortgage 
Ashley Horner  and her Supporters 
Barbara Jackson 
Bebe and Dick Campbell 
Brian Gifford 
Cason 
Catholic High School, Virginia Beach 
Chaz Powell, AT&T Wireless 
Chris Katz 
Chris Miller 
Chris OôDell 
COVA Connection BNI Group 
Girls Scout troop 
Great Bridge Womenôs Club 
Jamie Bartlett 
Jennifer Tomlin 
Jessica Sharon 
JWBrine III Foundation ~ Colleen Brine 
Kandi Arrington 
Karolina Nichols 
Kathy Richter 
Katie Waalkes 
Kate and Zach Konopka 
Kelsey 
Kollette Hillard 
Kylee Munson, Goosehead Insurance 
Liberty LIVE Church, Greenbriar Campus Small Group 
Lita and Pert Razon and Aida 
Maria Byles 
Marie Rodriguez 
Marilyn Dohanich 
MFOF Board of Directors: 
Ryan Kenrick 
Julie Thomas 
Chris Clark 
David Rabidoux 
Amy Chesney 
John Garrett 
Paul Jaglowski 
Babs Zuhowski 
 
 

 

Melissa Rankart 
Olivia Parker 
Patricia Britz 
Peggy Southerland 
Penn State University 

Project Haiti 
Susie Gervolino 

Philip LaFountaine 
Portsmouth Catholic Regional School families 
Rachel Fitch 
Seton Hall University 

DOVE (Division of Volunteer Efforts) 
Michelle Peterson 

Sharon Forni 
Sherry Snyder, Rose and Womble Realty 
Smithfield Rotary 
St. Matthew's Catholic School families 
Steph DenBeste, Feedtrail 
Stephen Groner 
Susan and  Neil Parker 
The World School 

Stephen Jefferson 
Glenn Frank 

Tidewater Community College 
Computer Club  
Professor Gary Noah 

Vanessa Thomas 



MFOF Board 

Ryan Kenrick 
President 
 
David Rabidoux 
Vice President 
 
Chris Clark 
Treasurer 
 
Julie Thomas 
Secretary 
 
Amy Chesney 
 
John Garrett 
 
Paul Jaglowski 
 
Babs Zuhowski            
Executive Director 

Strategic Planning  
The MFOF Board of Directors conducted a strategic planning 
retreat in late  February of 2020 to promote visions and future 

Maison Fortun® Orphanage Foundation 

PO Box 3092  ~  Chesapeake, VA 23327 

mfofoundation.org 

 

Maison Fortune Orphanage Foundation raises awareness and 
funds to support and educate the children at the Maison Fortun®-

Orphanage in Hinche, Haiti so they are empowered to                
become future leaders of Haiti. 

2000 -2020  

Celebrating 20 years. Impacting countless lives. 


